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HOSTESSES 


At the Annual Meeting, the president 
spoke about the need for hostesses who 
would be well acquainted with the con- 
tents of the Shaw Mansion. From such a 
corps, members could be called upon to be 
present for group visitations. Our Curator, 
Mrs. Knox, will gladly give instruction 
upon the formation of the corps. Probably 
two meetings would suffice. As a result, 
groups coming to the Mansion wou!d re- 
ceive correct information, and have their 
questions properly answered. 

: We are calling for volunteers. Not 
only will these volunteers be doing the 
Society and the public a great service, 
but they will learn some very interesting 
Facts. Please phone Mrs. Knox, Tuesday 
through Saturday, between the hours of 
1:00 and 4:00 P.M., and give your name. 
Tel: 443-1209. 


MOVIE TO BE SHOWN FOR MEMBERS 


The movie that we had renovdted de- 
picts the Liberty Bond Parade of 1918, and 
the celebration in 1924 of the 100th anni- 
versity of Lafayette's return visit to this 
country. Since so many people who are 
well-known to our members appear in these 
events, and since much of the celebration's 
pageantry takes place at the Shaw Mansion, 
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there will be a showing of this movie for 
members at the Shaw Mansion at 3:30 P.M. 
on Friday, Fehruary 4th. 

The film runs for about thirty-five 
minutes. Perhaps some of our members 
will even see themselves on the silver 
screen. 

Members are cordially invited for the 
showing on February 4th. 


RICHARD WALL SCRAPBOOKS 


Our Advisory Board viewed the deteri- 
orating condition of the Wall Scrapbooks, 
and decided that action was needed to 
preserve this very valuable reference to 
local history. Thanks to the generosity 
of the Palmer Fund, we are now able to 
have the contents of these scrapbooks 
micro-filmed and indexed. The articles 
mention such a great number of persons, 
places, and events, that, without an. in- 
dex, a researcher would have to spend. 
hours to find pertinent material. 

The contribution also anables the 
Society to purchase a micrograph reader. 
With the growing use of micro-film this 
is a much needed acquisition. 


LECTURES 


Our lecture series started with two 
illustrated talks given in the parlors of 
the Second Congregational Church in New 
London. Edgar deN. Mayhew, Associate 
Director of the Lyman Allyn Museum, spoke 
on November 17, 1965, and Abbott L. Cum- 
mings, Assistant Director of the Society 
for the Preservation of New England An- 
tiquities, on December 1, 1965. The at- 
tendance for the two events totaled about 
275. As a result of this fine attendance, 
we plan to announce a third lecture in the 
next bulletin. 

Mr. Mayhew talked on, ''The Changing 
Tides in American Taste,!! Changes, par- 
ticularly in the fields of architecture, 
furniture, glassware, and silverware, were 
discussed, together with the English, 
|talian, Greek, Gothic, and oriental ideas 
that influenced them. 


An excellent array of slides portrayed, 


among other features, houses and public 
buildings in Boston, Philadelphia, New- 
port, and Mew London. Starting with con- 
struction showing solid walls, the evolu- 
tion was traced to modern times with its 
Switch to walls of glass. 

The development of furniture styles 
was illustrated by the use of pictures of 
Chippendale, Sheraton, Hepplewhite, and 
Hitchcock pieces, 

Mr. Cummings opened his talk with a 
discourse on the establishment of his- 


torical sites, and the question of. finances 
that arises in connection with the preserv- 


ing of historical and erchitectural land- 
marks. His slides pictured whole build- 
ings worth saving, and, where this was not 
the case, showed interior features such 
as fire-places, stairways, old wall-paper, 
pantries, and kitchens that should be 
Saved. 

A brochure on our Society was dis- 
tributed, 


OPEN HOUSE 


The Open House that we held on 
Washington's Birthday, February 22, 1965, 
attracted so many visitors that plans will 
soon be formulated to repeat the event 
this year. We do hope you can drop in 
between 2:00 and 4:30 P.M., on Tuesday, 
February 22nd, and enjoy a sociable cup 
of tea or coffee. 3 


HERITAGE PROGRAM 
At the invitation of the Southeastern 
Connecticut Chamber of Commerce Heritage 
Committee, representatives from histor- 
ical societies in this area met on Decem- 
ber 8, 1965, at the Chamber of Commerce 
conference room. Mr. Small attended to- 
gether with representatives from socie- 
ties in Old Lyme, East Lyme, Groton, 
Stonington, Preston, Ledyard, and Norwich. 
Mr. Arthur Stout, who succeeded 
Or. Elsie Tytla as Chairman, presided, 
and called on each society to give an 
Outline of its work. [t was agreed to 
get together quarterly to discuss means 
of preserving historical sites and pub- 
Ticizing the local heritage. 


LEDYARD MEETING 


On December 3, 1965, Mr. Small 
attended a meeting cf the Ledyard His- 
torical Society at the Ledyard Town Hall. 
The speaker was Mr. Philip Johnson, 
President of the Founders! Society of 
Norwich. Mr. Johnson gave an account of 
how the Leffinawell Inn of Norwich Town 
was moved to its present location from 
its originei site which was in the path 
Of new roac construction. His slides 
showed the interior of the Inn and its 
outstanding exhibits, 

Those who have not visited this 
landmark will find the short trip very 
worthwhile. 


LANDMARK DES!GNATIONS 


Under date of December 21, 1965, ''THE 
DAY'' noted that fifteen New England places 
had been designated by the United States 
Department of the Interior as National 
Historic Landmarks. Six of these were in 
Cornecticut. They were: The denry Bar- 
nard House, Hartfoid: The Tapping Reeve 
House and Law Schou!, Litchfield: Con- 
necticut. Hall, Yale University, New Haven; 
The Frederick Reminsaton House, Ridgefield; 
The John Rogers Stucio, New Canaan; and. 
The John Trumbull i Birthplace, Lebanon. 

We have written to the Department of 
the Interior to find out what such desig- 
nation entails and what steps have to be 
taken. Other places in this area are in 
mind that the New London County Historical 
society might wish to nominate. 


COOPERATION 
WITH THE 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 


The following excerpts from letters 
written by Silvio A. Bedini, Assistant 
Director, Museum of History and Tech- 
nology, Smithsonian Institution, Washing- 
ton, D.C., will be of interest to members 
as it not only brings to attention a sphere 
of activity of our Society which perhaps 
has too tittle publicity, but also points 
to the great value of some of the collec- 
tions housed in the Mansion: 


"Dear Mrs. Knox: 

Thank you for your 
letter and for the descriptions of 
the surgical and other instruments. 
These are particularly useful, and 
the instruments by Pintard of New 
York may be particularly signifi- 
cant. [| shall let you know after 
| have completed research. 

The compass you describe is 
known as a ''tell-tale (mariners') 
compass'' and is a very desirable 
item. There are very few old ones 
around, and almost none of American 
make of the 18th century.!! 

You are to be complimented on 
the fine pieces you have in your 
collection, and | am particularly 
pnieased that they are in the hands 
of someone as interested as you.,!! 


The Institution was interested in 
ohotographs of these instruments and also 
of our Clark Elliott Quadrant made for 
Michael Mellaly. (We are trying to 
verify our belief that Mellaly was one of 
the captains of the Shaw fleet.) 


CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 


During the Christmas season, the 
interior of the Mansion is beautifully 
decorated. The excellent taste shown in 
festive arrangements for the mantel- 
pieces, the tables, and the staircase is 
enjoyed by far too few of our members. 

We will publish a reminder in the last 
builetin before the next Christmas season. 
You are urged to come in. It's a good way 
to start the holidays. 


GIFTS 
Two manuscript arithmetic textbooks 
- 1825, and two old hymn books, given by 
Mrs. James Maher, Chairman of our House 
Committee. 


A knotted lace scarf, given by Mrs. 
E. A. Back, Chaplin, Connecticut. 


LOAN 
Mrs. W. R. Frisbie has loaned a 
melodeon cf the type in use about the 
middle of the 19th century. 
PURCHASE 
A copy of ''Thomas Minor's Diary.!' 


allntePePml Slee 


Please notify the office, if you 
have a change of address. 


Custodian in residence: 
Mrs. Charles Menery 


Corresponding Secretary and Curator: 
Mrs. Adam Knox 


The Society's telephone number is: 


443-1209 


From The New London County Historical 
Society, Shaw Mansion 
11 Blinman Street 
New London, Connecticut 
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Returned | Postage Guarants 


Miss Marion S. Clarke 
208 Williams Street 
New London, Conn. 


